
     GREETINGS  
 
Welcome to the Michigan Pages!  
 
It is the intent of State Regent Gina M. LaCroix and the Chair and Vice Chair of the Page 
Committee to see that you have an enjoyable experience while paging for the Michigan 
Society. The DAR of Michigan Page Committee is committed to assisting our state officers 
and members during the events and business sessions of State Conference and State Awards 
Day. One benefit of paging during events is the lifelong friendships you will develop. Through 
socializing and networking you have the opportunity to form positive working relationships 
with other women who believe in “God, Home, and Country.”  
 
We value the time you are taking from your family and career to come to various locations for 
these events, and thank you for sharing your skills as a Page. Thoughtful planning and 
preparation have gone into making each of these events a success and we hope that each of you 
finds it a rewarding experience.  
 
If you have questions that are not answered in this manual, please contact me. You will find 
that most experienced Pages, while they may not be able to answer all of your questions, will 
be happy to help you in any way that they can. We are delighted to welcome each of you!  
 
 

Page Committee  
Chair 

 
Sarah Helferich 

1082 Hackberry Ct 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309-1748  

(248) 688-2434 
sarah@helferich.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Purpose of State Conference and State Awards Day 

 

State Conference 

Annual reports are given by the State Officers, State Chairmen, and Chapters Regents to the 
Michigan Society as a whole.  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn what the DAR of 
Michigan committees and chapters have been doing in the State and local communities to 
advance the work of the National Society.   

    

State Awards Day 

This is the opportunity for a chapter or a member to be recognized by the DAR of Michigan for 
all of their hard work, dedication, and creativity to the community within they serve through 
various projects and initiatives. 

 

Registration Process 

You will need to check in to your hotel.  Once the check in process has been completed, and 
your items have been stowed into your appointed room, you will need to go to the event 
registration table.  The event registration table will be located either in or near the lobby area of 
the hotel or conference center of where the meetings will be held.  The Page Chair and Vice 
Chair are among the first to arrive and will be available to meet with you, if needed.   

 

The registration table will have ladies from credentials checking you into the conference, and 
giving you the appropriate name badges.  You will also pick up your meal tickets, and 
conference program at this table.  The conference program has a schedule of events, so please 
be sure to look at that, and acquaint yourself with it, and write your name on the back of it.   

 

*If you have been elected a Chapter Delegate or Alternate, please tell the Page Chair or Vice 
Chair.  Please refrain from wearing the delegate or alternate ribbon when wearing your Page 
sash on the front.  You may wear them on the underneath side, as they are not showing while 
you are Paging at the meetings, in keeping with National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (NSDAR) protocol.  If an issue comes under discussion for a standing 
over, Pages who are voters need to turn over their sashes from the shoulder downward, and 
hold up the voter ribbon in their hand while being counted.   

 

Maternity Policy 

Expectant mothers are welcome to Page with one restriction; please do not carry a flag if you 
are heavily pregnant.  We will make sure that you are given frequent breaks and opportunities 
to sit!  

 

 



HISTORY OF PAGING  

The Page Committee for Continental Congress dates from the early days of the DAR when 13 
young women, one from each of the original states, were selected to act as Pages. In recent 
years, Pages have come from every state, the District of Columbia, and Units Overseas 
(including Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bermuda, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Spain, and the United Kingdom). The value of Paging has long been recognized as a 
way to connect members from various chapters, promote friendships, foster awareness of 
different roles within the Michigan Society, and provides opportunities for leadership.  

By serving as a Page you will gain a greater knowledge of the work accomplished by the 
Society, and as time has shown, the Pages of today become the leaders of tomorrow. The DAR 
of Michigan Page Committee strives to broaden each Pages experiences through varied work 
opportunities. Your commitment to our organization is truly valued.  

Service, courtesy, and common sense are essentials of good Paging. Pages do their volunteer 
work by choice and without monetary reward. Pages are responsible for assisting in the smooth 
operation of State Conference and State Awards Day. Protocol and duties of the NSDAR and 
DAR of Michigan Pages are similar to the Congressional Pages in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the Senate.   

 

What is a Page and Eligibility Requirements? 

Anyone between the ages of 18 and 45, who has been accepted as a member of the NSDAR, is 
eligible to Page. Pages assist all of the DAR of Michigan committees and staff responsible for 
the smooth operation of DAR of Michigan sponsored events. They serve as hostesses, errand 
runners, flag bearers, and helping hands to all members in attendance. Additionally, Pages 
provide pageantry to the processions. As a result, Pages gain a greater knowledge of the work 
of the Society.  

There is one exception to DAR of Michigan Paging eligibility; DAR of Michigan invites 
female members from the Children of the American Revolution between the ages of 9* and 18 
to be Pages.  C.A.R. members must be accompanied by a parent or an adult chaperone during 
sessions they are Paging. 

 

* The age of C.A.R. members who are invited to participate in meetings is dependent upon the 
nature of the meeting and its requirements. The eligible age range for C.A.R. members will be 
announced for each meeting on the C.A.R. invitation. 

 

What do Pages Wear? 

White! Pages are instantly identifiable by their white wardrobe. Acceptable variations are 
white, off white, winter white, and cream, mother of pearl, and light ivory. Be wary of 
anything with silver or gold highlights or a yellow cast. Pastels of other colors, no matter how 
pale, are not white.  

A Page’s wardrobe needs to be appropriate for the time and formality of the event. Dresses, 
skirts and blouses, suits or professional pantsuits are appropriate for daytime sessions.  
However, if you are a Personal Page, pantsuits are NOT appropriate at any time. The length of 



the dress or skirt should be no shorter than 2 inches above the knee. Evenings are more formal, 
and clothing should reflect that. Evening wear must be mid-calf (traditional cocktail length) or 
longer, in a style appropriate for the formality of the occasion. Strapless dress can be worn with 
a sweater or bolero covering the majority of your chest. Split skirts are appropriate for evening; 
however, cocktail (mid-calf) or shorter length dresses or skirts are not appropriate for evening 
sessions. All clothing should be in keeping with the dignity of DAR of Michigan and 
NSDAR’s Continental Congress guidelines.  

 

Suggested Packing List:  

• White gloves (at least two pair) day and evening sessions  

• White daytime professional suit with coordinating, blouse and skirt and/or professional pants, 
or a dress with a coordinating twinset sweater (2 days) (Pockets are handy, and miniskirts are 
unacceptable.) Note: length of dress/skirt should be no shorter than 2 inches above the knee.  

• Appropriate nude, white or beige undergarments (More than one slip may be necessary. Hint: 
if the material matches your skin color it is harder to see.)  

• Mid-calf or longer white formal dress for the evening  

• White sweater or jacket for air-conditioned rooms  

• Official DAR insignia  

• A watch (cell phones, PDAs and similar devices are not permitted to be used during your 
Paging assignment) 

Nude, white or ivory color shoes that will complement the outfit you are wearing.  Shoes must 
have a back or back strap, and sneakers are unacceptable unless you have a medical condition. 

 

Common sense should prevail while obeying the dress code. As you are trying on your outfits, 
try to do the following:  

• Reach for something on a shelf  

• Pick something up from the floor  

• Bend over in front of a mirror  

• Lean over a table  

• Sit in a chair in a ladylike manner  

• Walk up and down a flight of stairs  

• Shine a bright light behind you and check the sheerness of your outfit  

 

Further comments on the dress code:  

• Pantyhose are no longer required.  

• No tiaras are permitted.  

• Remove any visible body piercing  

• Cover tattoos sufficiently. Sheer scarves do not meet this objective.  



• Please beware of overly-revealing dresses and tops and keep these considerations in mind 
when purchasing your gowns.  

• Strapless tops are inappropriate for daytime wear.  

• You will be more comfortable in practical clothing as opposed to trendy clothing.  

• No trains on evening dresses are permitted. They are a tripping hazard during the processions.  

• Dressy slacks that are not a part of a suit are inappropriate.  

• Jewelry should complement your outfit.  

• All shoes must have backs or heel straps. Stiletto heels are dangerous, especially while 
carrying a flag. Shoes without backs or heel straps are absolutely prohibited from flag 
processions.  

• Colored belts, colored buttons (including gold or silver) and colored shoes are also not 
appropriate for paging at State Conference and State Awards Day.  

• Please try on all items to be sure that they fit appropriately before coming to Page!  

 

Footwear 

Shoes should be nude, taupe, ivory, or white, comfortable and well broken in. They should be 
appropriate to the formality of the function—no flip flops or Crocs, please. Sneakers are not 
appropriate for Pages. 

 

The purpose of a white wardrobe is for the Pages to blend into the surroundings yet be 
accessible to anyone in need. If you have a question about whether or not something will be 
acceptable, simply ask yourself: if you are wearing this item will it be noticeable? Will you 
stand out from the other Pages because of this? If your answer is yes, don’t wear it.  

 

Pages who are not wearing appropriate attire may be reassigned for the session. Colored 
clothing is not appropriate for Paging at DAR of Michigan event, but it is certainly acceptable 
if you are attending an event in a capacity other than that of a Page (for example, a committee 
meeting or forum early in the week). Denim or other comfortable clothing is fine for a Pages’ 
Event and other after-session activities.  

 

----Fun Fact----  

 White is worn by ALL DAR Pages because it makes us stand out!  Historically, it was 
also the color worn by participants in the suffrage parades during the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement. Susan B. Anthony, an early DAR member, was the forefront in the effort to 
legalize voting for women. 

 



Page Sashes and DAR Insignia 

 

Page sashes 

Your Page sash will be given to you at the beginning of each Opening session, and are turned 
into the Chair or the Vice Chair at the completion of each session.  This sash is worn during all 
business sessions of State Conference and State Awards Day. The Page sash is a wide satin 
ribbon worn over the right shoulder, across your front, and closing at the left hip.   Your name 
tag should be attached at your right shoulder. Do not place any official DAR pins on your Page 
sash. Only MAGNETICALLY closed pins are allowed on the DAR of Michigan sash.  No 
traditional pins are allowed to be used on the DAR of Michigan sash.  

 

There is no eating, drinking, or smoking while wearing a Page Sash.  If you need to be excused 
for a drink, then you must flip your sash over or take it off completely, depending upon the 
circumstance.  The ONLY EXCEPTION TO THIS RULE IS THE FOLLOWING: During 
regular meal functions at the conferences, you may have intermittent duties that require you to 
perform duties while eating; you may keep your sash on, but flipped over while eating and not 
working.   

 

DAR insignia and pins 

For those of you who may have purchased selected pins via the official DAR jeweler 
(Hamilton Jewelers), they may be worn at both day and evening sessions. If desired, the Dillon 
administration’s arrow pin (magnetic back only) may be worn at the right shoulder above your 
name tag to hold your sash in place.   Do not wear C.A.R. insignia with DAR pins. 

 

The Michigan State Pages Pin can be worn on the DAR Insignia Ribbon for purchase through 
Hamilton Jewelers.  Pages will be eligible for receiving this pin after working two business 
sessions at one State Conference.  The Hamilton Jewelers form must be completed by the Page, 
and then signed by the Page Chair and the State Regent in order to buy this pin. 

 

What do Pages Do? 

Pages perform specific duties related to their particular assignment or designation. When 
making assignments, consideration is given to a Page’s experience, dependability and 
enthusiasm. All Michigan State Pages: It is the duty of all to be polite and helpful and to keep 
State Conference and State Awards Day running smoothly in every way possible. Please 
remember that as long as you are wearing your Page sash, you are on duty. For example, if you 
are at the hotel elevators always hold the door open for others, be the last to enter or exit and 
offer to push elevator buttons for floors. Familiarize yourself with the layout of the hotel or 
conference facility, and the seating charts. So that when asked you can direct members to the 
appropriate rooms for State functions, if applicable.  

The first rule of Paging is never chew gum, smoke, eat, drink, or sit (Pages on the 
platform may sit, but this is not always applicable) while on duty.  



The second rule of paging is never use the center doors or the center aisle during a 
business meeting, unless hosting facility is not configured for this to be conducive.  

When entering or exiting the conference room, discreetly use a door on the side aisles.  Also 
side isles should be used to assist members or distribute information to those seated.  

Please read and familiarize yourself with all duties in this section of the manual. Every attempt 
will be made by the Page Chair to change your assignments to give you a variety of Paging 
experiences. If you encounter a true problem with standing, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
Page Chair or a Vice Chair to arrange for an alternative assignment.  

Processionals and recessionals: Pages take part in the processionals at the start of each morning 
and evening sessions. Please report to the Chair or the Vice Chair 30 minutes before the 
beginning of each session to join in the processional.  

During the evening sessions, the Pages process will process the flags.  To carry a flag, Pages 
must wear a gown that is floor-length, ankle-length or tea-length. White gloves are required to 
participate in the processional. Those not carrying flags act as an honor guard. Pages process 
the flags down the center aisle of the room and near the platform, where they are held until 
after the opening ceremonies.  Pages that are heavily pregnant will not be allowed to carry the 
flags.  

Pages (except those carrying flags) are expected to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America, the American’s Creed, and sing the national anthem. Please 
remember to inconspicuously remove your right glove before reciting the pledge and singing 
the national anthem and replace your glove when through. After the Colors have been posted, 
the State Regent will dismiss the Pages who will turn (when prompted) to leave through the 
designated doors. When the last pair of Pages has led the honor guard out of the conference 
room they are to return directly to their regular assigned duties.    

In advance of DAR of Michigan events, Pages should familiarize themselves with the planned 
seating chart. You should know exactly where national officers, state officers, honorary 
national officers, honorary state regents and conference dignitaries/guests are positioned.  
Duties will be varied, so it is necessary that you be familiar with all the various Paging 
assignments. Specific duties include carrying messages, distributing reports to delegates, 
securing pen and paper, and assisting latecomers in finding seats, or perhaps getting a glass of 
water for a member who is coughing or getting very warm.  

Watch for raised hands or motions on the floor to summon you for duty or assistance. When 
accepting a message to be delivered, please make sure that the recipient’s name is on the 
outside of the note. Always inquire if you should wait for a reply. Pages should never read 
notes; if there is a question about the sender, the corner may be lifted to get the name. If you 
are not familiar with the recipient, it is acceptable to ask the person giving you the note where 
she is. However, if she does not know, take the note anyway. Ask the Pages around you if 
anyone knows the recipient. You will eventually find her. When delivering a message to the 
platform from the floor, take the message to a platform Page stationed near the platform, but do 
not go onto the platform. Be sure and wait to find out whether there will be a reply. If you are 
requested to place a person’s personal belongings (such as a purse) on the platform, pay close 
attention to the individual’s name and then pass the item to one of the Platform Pages.  

Memorial Service: At this impressive ceremony, the society pays its respects to its departed 
members. The day and time for this ceremony varies.  This is a one hour ceremony that 



consists of scripture readings, hymns and a vocal solo.  Eulogies may be given for any 
deceased Past State Officer by a member acquainted with them.  

The State Regent, State Chaplain, those giving memorials and their Personal Pages are the only 
officers processing.  The State directors assist by lighting candles and inserting flowers in a 
vase or on a wreath, near a draped table with a draped cross.  The flowers symbolize each 
Michigan daughter that has died in the past year.  The Roll of Chapters, is the membership 
from each chapter, when their chapter name is called is to stand until the completion of their 
lost daughter’s names are fully read. 

 

 

 

Specific Page Assignments 

Please be sure and check with the Page Chair to determine when your official duties begin. 
You must report to the Page Chair or Vice Chair 30 minutes prior to ALL sessions. If a 
Page doesn’t report within the reported time, her specific Page assignment may be given to 
another at the discretion of the Page Chair.  Please do not accept any additional jobs or make 
any plans that will conflict with your specific assignment.  

Personal Pages: The State Regent, State Recording Secretary, any visiting National Officer, 
such as the President General, Honorary Vice President General, visiting State Regents and the 
State Chaplain, at the Memorial Service, are the only ladies who receive Personal Pages. 

Their duties may include: carrying her belongings, delivering messages to and from the 
platform, accompaniment to events, knowing the dignitary’s schedule and keeping her on time 
during the event, preceding in front of her during processionals, and standing up when the 
dignitary stands.  If the dignitary the Page is assigned and needs something, she is to retrieve it.  
Also, Personal Pages must keep their sashes on at ALL times, or they may not be recognized as 
Personal Pages. While Personal Paging it is not appropriate to wear pantsuits. 

Platform Pages:  Ladies assigned to the platform deliver notes, run errands, get water and 
anything else needed on the platform.  Platform Pages also escort ladies on and off of the 
platform. Platform Pages help distribute any printed literature to those on the platform and 
deliver messages for the State Regent, Recording Secretary or other Executives via their 
Personal Pages. Platform Pages assist ladies up the stairs during the processionals. A Platform 
Page stands as honor guard for the American flag and DAR banner (these Pages do not pledge 
or recite). 

Flag Pages: The Michigan Society has five flags, and our flags are stored, dissembled and 
rolled into a large canvas cases.  The cases of flags are then stored in a wooden boxes on 
casters.  Once the meeting begins, the Pages take care of moving and setting up the Flags.   

All Pages (with a few exceptions) may assist in carrying state flags. Flag etiquette prohibits the 
flags from touching the floor.  When carrying the flags, carefully hold the fabric to the flagpole 
while entering the doorway.  Once inside, you may allow the flag to unfurl.  Walk slowly in 
time with the music.  A staging person will time the entry of each flag to space them.  The Flag 
of the United States of America goes to the left end of the isle(flag side of the platform); the 
DAR Banner and the Michigan Flag will go to the right side of the platform(banner side of the 
platform), and into their bases.  A Page holding a flag does not remove her glove, does not 



recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, the American’s 
Creed or sing the national anthem. Assume a comfortable position with one foot slightly in 
front of the other and do not lock your knees. (Pages who are pregnant or suffer from a back 
ailment are not permitted to carry a flag.) When the State Regent says, “The colors may be 
posted,” you then place the flag in the stand.  The Flag of the United States of America is 
posted first and the other flags follow.        
  

Exit and Floor Pages (aka Door Pages): Pages should be stationed inside and outside of each 
door in order to allow easy entrance of any latecomers. At no time should ANYONE cross the 
center aisle, unless room configuration mandates this, as this is very distracting to the speaker, 
or whoever is at the podium.  Doors may be opened briefly when the State Regent requests, or 
when she is not speaking. Pages assigned to the doors must demonstrate the utmost tact in this 
endeavor. Pages must use discretion and common sense allowing small numbers of members to 
discreetly enter the conference room during lulls in the proceedings (such as during applause). 
Exit and Floor Pages help members find their seats, including late arrivals. They allow other 
Pages to enter and exit anytime during business sessions, and deliver notes and reports to the 
floor.  No members are admitted during a standing vote and no one may be seated until the 
count is completed.  Should a member need to leave the conference room during an 
unscheduled time, Pages quietly assist them. Please be tactful with ladies who insist on using 
the center aisle about this rule.  

Microphone Page: When the State Chair and Chapter Regents are giving their reports at the 
microphone on the floor in front of the head table(s), this Page should make sure that the 
person speaking is directly in front of the microphone so that she may be heard clearly.  It 
might be necessary to adjust the height of the microphone for the speaker.  It also may be 
necessary for this Page to “remind” the speaker that their time is up. 

 

PROTOCOL  

 

Protocol is the unwritten bylaw of the DAR and these are the traditions that remain in effect 
until national changes them. Service, courtesy, and good manners are the essentials of Page 
protocol. DAR ladies are always correct; never argue with them. 

 

Wide Ribbon Etiquette 

A courtesy to any member wearing a “wide ribbon” is to allow them to go ahead of any line in 
the public restrooms.  The following explanation of the significance of the ribbons worn by 
DAR National Officers and State Regents as taken from the Virginia State Page Manual, 
“Unless you Page at Continental Congress, it is unlikely that you will see all the varieties of 
these ribbons.”  Michigan members wearing these special ribbons include the State Regent, 
Vice President General and several honorary State Regents.  This explanation is given to help 
you recognize any visiting dignitaries as well.   

 

Processionals 



There is one general rule for the processionals: first one in, is the last one out!  This means 
whoever leads the processional line into the room they will be the last to leave.  For example, 
the State Regent comes in last during the processional in, and she is the first to leave out of the 
room. There are two lines, and each line is headed by a State Director.  One line will go to the 
American Flag side, and the other will go to the DAR Banner/Michigan Flag side of the 
platform to avoid confusion. 

The processional procedure will be discussed during the Page Meeting. The Flag Pages lead 
the processional, beginning at the signal from the Page Chair or Vice Chair. Honor Guard 
Pages will line up two-by-two in the corridor outside of the conference room. Each couple will 
link pinkie-to-pinkie and process in at the direction that was told to them by the Chair and Vice 
Chair. A distance of three feet should be maintained between processing couples unless the 
number of Pages and length of the aisle dictate otherwise. When you reach the appropriate 
place to stop, you will separate from your partner and face each other, standing at attention on 
either side of the aisle to form an honor guard for the State Regent, and her most honored 
guests. As the State Regent passes you, turn in place to face the front and remain standing at 
attention until the opening ceremonies have concluded. AND DON’T FORGET TO SMILE!  

 

Receiving Line Etiquette 

Receiving Lines enable a large number of guests to greet and the State Regent, President 
General (if she is attending), visiting dignitaries, State Board Members, and special visitors.  
Michigan DAR will either have the Receiving Line before or after the Banquet meal.  
Dignitaries, Pages, and ALL DAR members going through the line must wear gloves.  Gloves 
will be available for anyone who may have forgotten theirs.   

A Page working the Receiving Line facilitates movement of the guests.  Personal Pages to any 
of the ladies requiring Personal Pages may help with introductions.  Pages, should not 
however, engage in prolonged conversation with people waiting in the receiving line; doing so 
slows down the pace of the line’s movement.  If the line’s movement has slowed, the Pages 
working the Receiving Line, may ask a talkative guest, to politely move to the next person in 
the line.   

When the line is finished, Pages may go through the line to greet the guests.  Two purposes of 
this are served: the dignitaries in the Receiving Line know that this part of the evening is nearly 
completed, and secondly, this enables the Pages to meet and greet the dignitaries.   

 

Meal Protocol 

Grace will be given by the State Chaplain, and the State Regent.  The head table will be served 
first.  When the State Regent picks up her utensils, then everyone may eat.   

 

 

Page Tables 

The Pages are all seated together for meals.  Usually our tables are located along the edge of 
the banquet room.  The tables at luncheon and dinners are numbered.  You will be issued a 



packet with tickets for each meal at Registration.  The number on your ticket is your table 
number; breakfast is open seating.   

Several Pages will be needed to circulate among the tables to collect meal tickets from the 
society members and give them to the designated State Director.  This activity should not 
interfere with the enjoyment of the meal.  This is also another wonderful opportunity to meet 
other state members! 

 

Photographs 

A professional photographer will be taking candid and posed group pictures.  Display proofs 
will be shown the following day after they are taken, so that you may place an order.  The 
photographer will be accepting cash, check, or credit card.   

*Before the Friday evening banquet, groups of State Officers, visiting Dignitaries, and 
State Chairmen, as well as Pages will be photographed with the State Regent.  Please be 
on time for this especially if you were Paging the Friday afternoon business session. This 
will be our one and only group Page picture.   

 

Just for FUN!! 

We hope that you will have a great and enjoyable time Paging at DAR of Michigan’s State 
Conference and State Award’s Day.  The added benefit of from Paging is getting to know the 
DAR members from all over the state, and to exchange ideas that would better serve your DAR 
chapter and community.  Feel free to socialize during the meals and other times when not 
working the sessions.  Also, bring a bathing suit!!! Most conference hotels have indoor 
swimming pools and spas!  And don’t forget to bring your camera, so you can take your own 
photographs.  And lastly, and most importantly, thank you for volunteering to Page.  If you 
have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact the Page Chair, Vice Chair, a State Director 
or another experienced Page.  And don’t forget to check us out on Facebook group…Michigan 
DAR Pages. 

 

*Information compiled from the NSDAR Continental Congress Page Manual 2012, and 
Michigan Society Page Manual 2006. 
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